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Around frankfort

32-year-old pleaded guilty 
to heroin trafficking charges

‘Bon Bon’ 
sentenced 
to 15 years

Some Montessori methods already in place

Month designation brings 
awareness to organ donation
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As parents, educators 
and district leaders con-
tinue to assess the feasi-
bility of piloting some sort 
of Montessori program for 
pre-schoolers in Frank-
fort Independent Schools, 
new evidence shows ed-
ucators are already de-
ploying many of its core 
principles to the district’s 
youngest learners.  

Educators say they typ-
ically engage pre-school-
ers with a learning style 
that promotes free-range 
of movement in the class-
room and the develop-
ment of motor skills. 

Pre-schoolers are al-
so assigned individual-
ized learning plans and 

goals. Classroom stations 
are dedicated for science, 
math and other sub-
jects and learning mod-
els,  such as miniature 
kitchenettes, are scaled 
to a child’s level — bench-
marks of the Montessori 
approach that some hope 
can be further cultivated.

“Sometimes it looks 
like chaos, but there’s a 
purpose for each thing we 
do,” said Cara Doyle, di-
rector of the district’s pre-
school who also serves on 
its Montessori feasibility 
committee. 

Painting is integrated 
into the district’s early 
childhood curriculum to 
foster creativity and chil-
dren are taught to be self-
sufficient as they learn to 
pick up after themselves. 

Pre-school students al-
so aren’t assigned work-
sheets, Doyle said, em-
bracing a Montessori fo-
cus that prioritizes expe-
riential active learning 
over conventional class-
room routines.

Young learners 
not ready

But despite borrow-
ing largely from Montes-
sori methods, only about 
half of the district’s pre-
schoolers are prepared for 
kindergarten. And some 
believe interventions may 
be necessary to overcome 
achievement gaps for the 
district’s youngest stu-
dents. 

While early-childhood 
educators blame par-

ents for some of the stu-
dents’ lack of readiness, 
Frankfort Independent 
Schools board member 
Libby Marshall said it’s 
concerning. Young stu-
dents are too often put at 
an early academic deficit 
that can prove difficult to 
overcome, she said.   

“That’s a weight on 
the system for the next 12 
years. We’ve got to figure 
out how to capture that is-
sue as early as possible.”

Though Marshall and 
others examining a Mon-
tessori program say it’s 
difficult to project the 
impact of the pilot, they 
still aim to develop a sold 
recommendation that 
addresses concerns, in-
cluding costs, enroll-
ment, space limitations 

and staffing allocations, 
ahead of an expected 
school board vote on the 
issue.

“Our goal is to over-
come achievement gap to 
the greatest extent we can 
before these kids get to 
kindergarten,” Marshall 
said. “I want to have some 
comfort that (a Montes-
sori program) is giving us 
something different and 
better.”

Montessori’s 
momentum 

Dozens of Montes-
sori supporters,  includ-
ing many parents of pre-
K and kindergarten-age 
children in the district, 
have been lobbying city 
school leaders for at least 

the past 11 months to 
launch some form of an 
enriched early-childhood 
curriculum, which they 
believe would better meet 
the needs of its diverse 
learners. 

Proponents of a plan 
to institute a local pre-
school Montessori pro-
gram reached a compro-
mise with Frankfort Inde-
pendent Schools officials 
in February after board 
of education members 
agreed to form a com-
mittee of stakeholders to 
further examine its fea-
sibility.  The committee 
is made up of parents, 
teachers and chaired by 
a district school board 
member.
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The shackles James As-
sibey-Mensah wore into 
the federal courthouse 
Monday will be part of 
his long-term attire after 
he was sentenced to 188 
months — or 15 years, 
eight months — in federal 
prison for his participa-
tion in heroin trafficking 
in Franklin County.

The ruling came after 
32-year-old Assibey-Men-
sah, also known as “Bon 
Bon,” pleaded guilty in 
May to conspiracy to dis-
tribute heroin, at which 
point he described him-
self as a “low-level drug 
dealer” bringing hero-
in into Franklin County 
from Louisville for sale.

His indictment states 
that Assibey-Mensah was 
involved in the drug traf-
ficking between October 
and November 2013.

When he was arrest-
ed Nov. 4, officers said he 
had heroin and marijua-
na in his possession. They 
also said they found hero-
in, Xanax, lortabs, Perco-
cets and cash when they 
searched his home.

Problems from 
addiction

“He’s a good guy with 
a serious drug problem,” 
defense attorney Ted 
Shouse said during Mon-
day’s proceedings.

Shouse said Assibey-
Mensah’s criminal histo-

ry, which includes several 
felony drug convictions, 
is deeply rooted in sub-
stance abuse.

“I had a nice upbring-
ing,” Assibey-Mensah 
said prior to his sentenc-
ing. “My family does not 
condone this.

“I tore my family to 
shreds and on this day, 
that’s what hurts me.”

He said he hopes to 
take his life in a different 
direction once his sen-
tence is over.

“Mr. Assibey-Mensah 
is bright, he has a master’s 
degree,” said Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Todd Brad-
bury. “He could be doing 
a lot more than selling 
drugs.”

Community-wide
U.S. District Judge 

Gregory Van Tatenhove 
said drug trafficking has 
many victims. He said 
just recently he had a 
cousin who died from a 
drug overdose, and knows 
others still struggling.

“I cannot overstate 
how serious this crime 
is,” Van Tatenhove said. 
“…The problem is as bad 
as you think it is, and it’s 
worse.

“We’ll get you some 
help. You want it, you 
need it.”

While incarcerated, 
Assibey-Mensah will un-
dergo drug treatment.

After he is released, he 
will remain on supervised 
release for six years.

Special to The State Journal

April is National Do-
nate Life Month, a cel-
ebration that showcases 
the various perspectives 
of those touched by do-
nation and transplanta-
tion.

Every year since 2002, 
April has been filled with 
stories to spread the life-
saving message of dona-
tion in order to motivate 
people to register as or-
gan, eye and tissue do-
nors. A new Donation 
Awareness license plate 
became available on 
April 1.

Everyone can regis-
ter as a donor at www.
donatelifeky.org or say 
“yes” when renewing 
your driver’s license. 

Approximately half of 
the U.S. adult population 
is registered as donors, 
including 1.5 million 
Kentuckians. Still, the 

number of people in need 
of transplants continues 
to outpace the number of 
donor organs.

On average, 21 people 
die each day because the 
organs they need are not 
donated in time. Regis-
tering to become a donor 
is the most effective way 
to ensure you can save 
lives through donation.

W hile the Circuit 
Clerk’s office in the 
courthouse issues driv-
er’s licenses, the Do-
nate Life license plates 
are issued at the County 
Clerk’s office.

Donor stories
Carolyn Adkins, of 

Pike County, is thankful 
for the lifesaving gift of 
donation.

She had lived a healthy 
life, even teaching Sil-
ver Sneakers workout 
classes, but she began to 

lose energy. She went to 
the hospital and learned 
that only 25 percent of 
her heart was working.  A 
heart transplant was her 
only hope for a life.

“You read this sort of 
thing that happens to 
other people,” she said.  
“I’m just a regular per-
son, but it happened to 
me and my family.”

Fortunately, a match-
ing donor was found and 
now Carolyn is living life 
to the fullest and shar-
ing her story to show the 
lifesaving power of dona-
tion.

“My donor is the re-
al hero. I’m very thank-
ful for them and pray 
for them. They are in-
describably wonderful. 
I have a wonderful life 
now — through God, 
through my donor fam-
ily, through my doctors.”

Sam loves doing 
things any 10-year-old 

boy loves to do: drawing, 
fishing and riding his 
bike. But he cannot do 
much in his current state 
of health. Sam needs 
a lifesaving pancreas, 
small bowel and liver 
transplant, so he can 
go back to being a nor-
mal kid again. Sam has 
a champion in his mom, 
Mallory, who is fully 
committed to spreading 
the message of Donate 
Life.

The Donate Life plate 
encourages individu-
als to put the gift of do-
nation into perspective 
stating “Organ, Eye and 
Tissue Donation Saves 
Lives.” This statement il-
lustrates the grandeur of 
what a simple “yes” at the 
driver’s license office has 
the ability to do.

To register as a donor, 
learn about the license 
plate, or to get involved, 
call 1-866-945-5433.

Photo submitted

Anita Harrod received the first Donate Life license plate in Franklin County on April 1.  A 14-year liver recipient, 
Harrod is pictured with County Clerk Jeff Hancock and Circuit Clerk Sally Jump. The new plates will hopefully in-
crease awareness about the need to have as many names as possible on the Kentucky Organ Donor Registry. 

UNA USA annual meeting set 
for Saturday in Lexington

The annual meeting of the United Nations Associ-
ation of the United States of American Kentucky Di-
vision is April 11 beginning at 10 a.m. at Transylvania 
University, 300 N. Broadway, Lexington, in the FORR 
President’s Room.

The meeting features a panel discussion, titled 
“Women’s Rights/Women’s Plights,” and a luncheon, 
which costs $30.

Registration is required by today. To register, con-
tact Teena Halbig at teenahal@aol.com or 502-267-
6883.

C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Credit Union will team 
up with Shred-it and lo-
cal law enforcement to 
host a local “Community 
Shred Day.”

The event will be 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. April 17 at 
CCU’s Louisville Road 

branch, 1425 Louisville 
Road.

CCU offers the Com-
munity Shred Days to its 
members and general 
public to safely dispose 
of any old and un-need-
ed financial or personal 
records. Individuals are 

limited to five storage 
boxes per vehicle. Busi-
ness records will not be 
accepted for shredding.

Participants are asked 
to donate non-perishable 
food items to the Back-
Pack Snack Program. 
This program is coordi-

nated through the Fam-
ily Resource Centers lo-
cated in local schools. 
This program provides 
nutritional food over the 
weekend for local school 
children and families in 
need.

CCU’s Community Shred Day is April 17


